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2020 Yukon First Nations Graduation Awards 
 

The following awards will be given out to the 2020 Yukon First Nations graduates. Please fill out ONE 

online nomination form per award, per student. An official transcript must accompany all applications 

and be emailed to yfngraduation@gmail.com, along with any additional supporting documents. Please 

include the student’s name and the award in the email.  

 

Please submit online applications with transcripts no later than May 29, 2020 at 3:00pm.  

 

1. Dave Joe Barrister and Solicitor Award (2): Academic achievement by a First Nation male and 

female graduate including the following three courses: best Grade 12 Elective, Math 11, and English 12.  

 

2. CYFN Leadership Award (2): Academic achievement by a Yukon First Nation female and male 

graduate and including the following three courses: best Grade 12 Elective, Math 11, and English 12. 

Student must also demonstrate leadership within their First Nation community  

 

3. First Nation Graduation Committee Award (2): General achievement by a First Nation female and 

male graduate and including the following three courses: Communications 12, Math 11 and a Grade 12 

elective.  

 

4. Crowe MacKay LLP: Academic achievement by a First Nation graduate in Math 12 with an interest 

in pursuing post-secondary studies in math, accounting and/or business.  

 

5. Chief Jim Boss Award: Most community-minded Yukon First Nation graduate. Preference will be 

given to Ta’an Kwäch’än Council citizens.  

 

6. Sterling Insurance Award: For best attendance by a First Nation graduate.  

 

7. Skills Canada Award: This award will be awarded to a First Nation graduate who demonstrates 

exceptional skills, ability and motivation in any Technology Education Course including Wood 

Working, Welding, Metal Work, Automotive, Drafting or FEAST.  

 

8. däna Näye Ventures (4): This award will be given to a student based on overall academic 

achievement; preference will be given to a First Nation Student who is pursuing Post-secondary studies 

in Business or Commerce.  
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9. Entrepreneurial Spirit Awards (4):  Funded by the Yukon First Nations Implementation Fund 

Trust, this is an award given to four Yukon First Nation students, two males and two females, who have 

shown a keen interest in school, shown determination, drive and dedication to their studies. The student 

does not have to demonstrate high academic success, only effort and determination. This student also 

displays entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

10. CYFN Virginia Smarch Health Award: Academic achievement by a First Nation graduate in 

Math 12 and Science 12  

 

11. Skookum Jim Friendship Centre Award: This First Nation Grade 12 student must demonstrate 

initiative in helping First Nations people in their community whether it be through volunteering 

community involvement working with youth at risk, culture etc.  The successful recipient shall be 

chosen by the CYFN Graduation Committee in conjunction with a SJFC representative on the 

committee.  

 

12. First Nations Male and Female Athlete of the Year Award: Given to a male and female in grade 

12 who have demonstrated athletic abilities in team sports, individual sports and who have demonstrated 

excellent sportsmanship qualities throughout their high school career.  

 

13.  Northwestel Award (2): This award is given to one male student and one female student who has 

made a significant contribution within their school community and works to improve the school 

community on a daily basis, by involving themselves in school groups such as Social Justice Club, First 

Nations Cultural initiatives and various other school activities.  

 

14.  Kilrich Building Centres Trades Development Award: Kilrich Building Centres is committed to 

supporting a Yukon First Nation graduate in pursuing a career in the trades. This award will be given to 

a graduate who demonstrates a passion for pursuing a post-secondary career in the construction and/or 

the building industry. The successful recipient must maintain an average of 75% in two or more trades-

related courses at Grade 11 or 12 level.  

 

15. The Dakhká Khwáan Traditional Dancer Award: In memory of Doris McLean and William 

Callaghan, this award is presented to a graduating student committed to traditional dancing. The student 

must be a member of an active Yukon First Nation dance group who has been dancing and performing 

during their school years, demonstrating excellence, passion and dedication to the promotion and 

perpetuation of this artistic form. This award also acknowledges a dancer who is exceptional in their 

ability to eloquently exhibit the spirit of their ancestors through their singing, moves and regalia. 

Awarded by the Dakhká Khwáan Dancers, in appreciation of the youth in the Yukon who add beauty to 

the world through their dancing, singing and drumming. We encourage you to dance!  

16. The Sandi Gleason Memorial Award (2): This award is in honour of the late Sandi Gleason, who 

was an amazing Yukon First Nations Wolf woman from both the Liard First Nation and Tahltan Nation. 

She believed in the magic of sport, specifically hockey. In 2015, the Yukon First Nations Hockey 

Association dedicated the 38th Annual Kilrich/Northerm Yukon First Nations Hockey Tournament in 

memory of Sandi Gleason, our driving force, mentor and friend. 
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This award is awarded to the First Nations Grade 12 student who plays hockey, shows leadership and 

works hard on and off the ice. This individual will also contribute to their community through work and 

volunteer activities, in addition to participating in their Aboriginal culture. This student is respectful to 

team members, parents and coaches, promotes fair play and good-spirited competition.  

17. Valedictorian Address (2): This is awarded to one male and one female for highest academic 

achievement in grade 12.   

 

18. Yukon Native Language Centre Award: This award acknowledges a graduate who has made 

outstanding achievements in a Yukon First Nation language learning program and has demonstrated 

dedication to the reclamation, revitalization, preservation, protection and/or normalization of a Yukon 

First Nation language. 

 

19. Tagish and Maria Johns Award: This award is provided to a student who is a family descendant of 

Johnnie Johns, Angela Sidney, Peter Johns or Dora Wedge. This individual must be community-minded, 

show strong family commitment, leadership skills, be active in their culture (language, art and regalia 

making, dancing or storytelling), and plan to further pursue their education in post-secondary. 

 

20. Yukon First Nations Language Trust Award: This award is given to a Yukon First Nations 

student who has received the highest grade in a language course. 

 

21. Shaunessay & Company Ltd. - Entrepreneurial Spirit Awards (4): Funded by Shaunessay & 

Company Ltd. and the Yukon First Nations Implementation Fund Trust, these new awards will be given 

to four Yukon First Nation students, two males and two females, who have shown a keen interest in 

school, shown determination, drive and dedication to their studies. The student does not have to 

demonstrate high academic success, only effort and determination. This student also displays 

entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

22. The Angela Sidney, Kitty Smith, Annie Ned and Julie Cruikshank Oral History Award: This 

award honours the work of Elders Angela Sidney, Kitty Smith and Annie Ned who each spent many 

years ensuring that oral histories and stories were passed on to younger generations – both orally and in 

writing. It is now funded by the 2019 Northern Science Award, to Julie Cruikshank, who had the 

privilege of working with and learning from these Elders for many years. The award will be given to a 

graduating high school student who is committed to learning more about the power of Yukon oral 

histories and stories.  

 

23. NNDDC Community Leader Award (2): These awards will be presented to two First Nations 

students who have been community leaders during the COVID-19 pandemic. One award will be 

presented to a student who has demonstrated initiative to bring their community closer together through 

creative and positive ways (community is broadly defined and is based on what community means to the 

student). The other award will be presented to one student who has been committed to supporting their 

peers and classmates to remain engaged and motivated in their studies. 


