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TOPIC:  Yukon Literacy Strategy 
PREPARED BY:
Jennifer Wykes, CYFN Director of Education on behalf of the First Nation Education Commission
Background:
In January 2014, YFNs from across the territory came together to develop the YFN Literacy Framework.  Through a three day workshop hosted by CYFN, YFN educators, education staff and Elders from the eight distinct language groups worked to develop visions, philosophies, definitions and priorities for literacy. At that time, Shawn Kitchen, ADM Advanced Education, Yukon Government presented the Yukon Literacy Strategy to receive feedback from Yukon First Nations. The feedback is captured within the Yukon First Nation Literacy Framework Workshop Report: Working Together, Moving Forward. 
Originally, the Yukon Literacy Strategy was not well received as it was in advanced stages of development yet failed to reflect YFN perspectives and definitions of literacy.  It was acknowledged at that time that YFNs as partners, rather than stakeholders in education were excluded from the process of developing the strategy. 

Over the past year and a half, FNEC and Advanced Education came together on several occasions to discuss Yukon First Nation literacy needs and aspirations and how the Yukon First Nation Literacy Framework could be incorporated into the Yukon Literacy Strategy.  The Yukon Literacy Strategy document has since undergone several revisions with FNEC floating the document back to their Leaderships and communities for further input and refinement.  
Update:

FNEC feels that the engagement process is complete and the Yukon Literacy Strategy although not perfect, goes much further in addressing YFN priorities regarding literacy needs whereby “First Nations learning and teachings focus on language fluency and cultural competency grounded in traditional law and land-based learning opportunities that teach respect for self, others, land and water.” The complete document is available for review and sign off by choice by each individual YFN and a signing ceremony is scheduled to take place at the YFN Education Summit (March 2-3 2016).  The advantage includes accessibility to funding for literacy for the development or enhancement of programs and services covering YFN languages.  
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