Yukon Government 
Student Financial Assistance and First Nation Funding

There are several programs First Nation students can access through Yukon Government Student Financial Assistance.  The following information outlines Yukon Government’s legislative criteria of when First Nation students can receive funding from Yukon Government and from their First Nation.  It must be noted, there are other criteria that students must meet in order to be eligible for these programs.  Information on eligibility criteria can be found at:  http://www.education.gov.yk.ca/advanceded/ sfa/index.html or by contacting a Student Financial Services Officer at (867) 667-5929.
1.         Yukon Grant

Yukon Grant supports students who wish to attend post-secondary studies at a designated post-secondary institution, full-time for a minimum of 12 weeks.  The Students Financial Assistance Act, Section 9(2) states:
 
No student is eligible to receive financial assistance under this Act if that student is receiving any financial assistance from the Government of Yukon or Government of Canada for post-secondary education other than special scholarship awards or loans. 

Students of First Nations where the First Nation has formally taken over responsibility for post-secondary education can receive funding from their First Nation and receive the Yukon Grant.  Students from First Nations where the First Nation is required to report individual names and expenditures to Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) are deemed be funded by the Government of Canada; therefore, students from these First Nations are not eligible to receive Yukon Grant and AANDC funding.
The Status students from the following First Nations or organizations are not eligible to receive AANDC funding and Yukon Grant funding:

Liard First Nation

White River First Nation

Taku River First Nation
Ta’an Kwach’an Council

Kluane First Nation

Ross River First Nation

Daylu Dena Council

Dease River First Nation

Skookum Jim Friendship Ctr.
Non-status First Nation students and status students from all other First Nations are eligible to receive Yukon Grant funding and funding from their First Nation.
Students who receive funding from their First Nation or any other organization through contributions from ASET agreements are not eligible to receive Yukon Grant funding.
2. Student Training Allowance 
The Student Training Allowance provides funding to students who wish to attend Yukon College or an approved Human Resource Development Training program, full-time for a minimum of 3 weeks.  The Student Training Allowance Regulations, Section 4(7) states:
 
A student is ineligible to receive a training allowance during the period of the student’s training, if the student is receiving
(a) financial assistance for education or training from other sources other than special scholarship awards or loans, or
(b) financial assistance for educational or training purposes from an employer.
 
We also have a policy that further describes ‘Permissible Funding’ under the Student Training Allowance:
The following are not considered to make a student ineligible for the Student Training Allowance: 

(1) Scholarships and other awards based on academic achievement, including the Yukon Excellence Awards;
(2) Payment of, or funding for, actual costs of books and tuition; 
(3) Social Assistance payments for which students are eligible from First Nations or governments, where the Social Assistance is adjusted accordingly for the additional income by the Student Training Allowance.
 
Any First Nation student, whether their First Nation has taken over responsibility for post-secondary education or not, or whether they are being funded through ASET agreements can receive Student Training Allowance and First Nation funding as long as the funding meets the above criteria.
 
3. Canada Student Loan and Grants for full- and part-time students 
The Canada Student Loan program is a national program that provides loans and grants for students who wish to attend post-secondary studies at a designated institution.  The Canada Student Loan and Grants are needs - based - students must provide information about their income during the pre-study period, and their anticipated income during their academic year, including funding they receive from their First Nation.   Expenses, based on a moderate standard of living, are applied against their income.  Providing their expenses exceed their income, then a loan may be issued.  Grants under the Canada Student Loan program are available for low-income and middle-income students/families as well as students with dependents and students with permanent disabilities.  Eligibility for these grants is determined by student/family income in the previous tax year, with the exception of the Grant for Students with Permanent Disabilities, which requires a professional assessment but is not dependent upon the previous year’s income.  Grants are available only to students who first qualify for a Canada Student Loan.
All First Nation students, whether their First Nation has taken over responsibility for post-secondary education or not, may be eligible to receive Canada Student Loans and Grants and receive First Nation funding but it will depend on their financial need.

4.                  Scholarships
 
Yukon Government Student Financial Assistance administers, or advertises on behalf of donors, several scholarships that have specific criteria.  
Generally, any First Nation student can apply for scholarships, but the criteria vary greatly so it depends on the specific criteria set by the donor of the scholarship. 
