Teaching Our Children About Residential Schools

Learning about the history and impact of residential schools is important for all Canadians. We have heard this message from students, parents, First Nations and other groups in Yukon and across Canada.
In response, Yukon Education’s First Nations Programs and Partnerships Unit has been working with many partners to develop new, balanced resources to help teach about Canadian and Yukon residential schools in Social Studies 10. 
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Our partners include: 

· Yukon First Nations Elders

· Former residential school students and their families

· Health support workers

· Yukon Social Studies teachers

Support for students, families and communities

Along with our First Nations, community, school and federal health services partners, we have made it a priority to make sure that support services are in place before, during and after this unit is taught in schools for our students, their families and their communities. 

Why learn about residential schools?
Teaching our children about residential schools is an important step on the journey of reconciliation. 
We are recognizing the experiences of former residential school students, their families and their communities. 
We are improving our understanding of a troubled time in Canada’s history. 
We are helping to build a better relationship between First Nations and Canadians for the future. 

What will students learn about?

· What it was like for students who attended residential schools in Canada and Yukon
· Impacts of residential schools on students, families and communities
· Different values and attitudes of the government, settlers and First Nations
· Government policies and actions that established the residential school system
· Role of the Churches in residential schools
· Journey toward reconciliation and events and activities across Canada and in Yukon
How will students learn?

There will be discussions, readings, videos, audio recordings, trips to significant sites and participation in community events.
Former residential school students and community members will be invited to visit classes to talk about local stories and experiences. 
Students will be encouraged to be active citizens on our shared journey toward reconciliation.
Preparing Teachers

In the fall, we will hold a two-day workshop to prepare teachers to present this unit in a way that is respectful, collaborative, sensitive and supportive.
How soon will this unit be in schools? 

The resource is now ready and available to be taught in classes. Each community will determine when its school is ready to include this unit. 

The New Resource 

A Complete Package that includes - 
· Teacher’s guide with:

· Historical Background Information for Teachers – Canadian and Yukon

· How To Prepare for the Unit

· Teaching Sensitive/Controversial Issues

· Collaborating with Local First Nations
· Activities and resources – suggested activities, novels, videos, web links, songs, etc. 
· Digital collection:

· Stories from former residential school students and intergenerational survivors from Yukon communities
· Apology from Prime Minister Harper and the Response to the Apology by First Nations representatives

· A Canadian and Yukon Timeline of Events (a take-home student version and a classroom version)
· A collection of novels and books with residential school themes are available
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Student Textbook
The new resource for Social Studies 10 uses a lot of information from the student textbook Tr’ëhuhch’in Näwtr’udä̀h’ą (“Finding Our Way Home”). 
This book was created by a group of former residential school students from Yukon First Nations who wanted students and Yukoners to know about their experiences at residential schools. 
Contact Us

For more information, or if you would like to send us stories or photos, please contact us at First Nations Programs and Partnerships, Yukon Education:
Rene’ Dove, 667-8179
irene.dove@gov.yk.ca
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