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BRIEFING NOTE
TOPIC:  FNEC UPDATE
PREPARED BY:
Jennifer Wykes, CYFN Director of Education on behalf of the First Nation Education Commission
CYFN and FNEC Roles and Responsibilities
The last FNEC meeting held on September 16 – 17th was an opportunity to resolve differences between FNEC and CYFN, notably around the defining roles and responsibilities.  These roles and responsibilities were vaguely defined in the Terms of Reference and struggles arose due to differing interpretations of the TOR. Through a CYFN-FNEC working session, roles, responsibilities and expectations were mapped out covering areas such as communications and processes/division of work and responsibilities around the calling, organizing and reporting on meetings.  The results from the meeting are a strengthened relationship and more streamlined, coordinated and respectful working process. 
Student Financial Aid Act Review
The Student Financial Aid Act review and consultations are now complete.  The Department of Education is compiling answers provided.  No analysis or development of recommendations will be pursued by government.  Rather, once all the information has been consolidated, Yukon Government will be seeking to engage YFNs with formulating the recommendations.  There is, however, a very short timeline on this work due to government’s aspirations to have the recommendations in time for the spring sitting.  The turn around for the work to be done is mid October to mid November.   Due to the short timeframe and limited capacity, FNEC has requested that government draft recommendations with assistance from FNEC based on answers provided that FNEC can respond to. 
Yukon Literacy Strategy 
In January 2014, YFNs from across the territory came together to develop the YFN Literacy Framework.  Through a three day workshop, YFN educators, education staff and Elders from the eight distinct language groups worked to develop visions, philosophies, definitions and priorities for literacy. At that time, Shawn Kitchen, ADM Advanced Education, Yukon Government presented the Yukon Literacy Strategy to receive feedback from Yukon First Nations. The feedback is captured within the Yukon First Nation Literacy Framework Workshop Report: Working Together, Moving Forward. 
Originally, the Yukon Literacy Strategy was not well received as it was in advanced stages of development yet failed to reflect YFN perspectives and definitions of literacy.  It was acknowledged at that time that YFNs as partners, rather than stakeholders in education were excluded from the process of developing the strategy. 

Over the past year and a half, FNEC and Advanced Education came together on several occasions to discuss Yukon First Nation literacy needs and aspirations and how the Yukon First Nation Literacy Framework could be incorporated into the Yukon Literacy Strategy.  The Yukon Literacy Strategy document has since undergone several revisions with FNEC floating the document back to their Leaderships and communities for further input and refinement.  

FNEC feels that the engagement process is complete and the Yukon Literacy Strategy although not perfect, goes much further in addressing YFN priorities regarding literacy needs whereby “First Nations learning and teachings focus on language fluency and cultural competency grounded in traditional law and land-based learning opportunities that teach respect for self, others, land and water.” The complete document is available for review and sign off by choice by each individual YFN.  The advantage includes accessibility to funding for literacy for the development or enhancement of programs and services covering YFN languages.  
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